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The Commands of Our Lord

“Be Ready! Part 2”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
We are continuing our discussion on having an attitude of always being ready for the return of our Lord.  The Parousia is an event that has received a lot of discussion.  We do not know when Jesus will return but we know that He will come again and when He does the event will occur very quickly.
Rev 22:7 “And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.”
1Thess 5:2 “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.”

2Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”

When we are told that He is coming quickly or “like a thief in the night” that means that the event will not receive a lot of advance notice, not that the Apostles expected Him to return during their lifetime.

We do have some Bible references describing the events of Jesus' return in events such as the following:
Mark 13:26 “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.”

Matt 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his deeds.”

Acts 1:11 “and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."" 

1Thess 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

1Thess 4:17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

Matt 24:27 “For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”

Some of the Biblical information seems to give us some sort of goal like the following:
Matt 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.”

Some of the Biblical information gives us some information about the end times that can easily be inferred has certainly already happened:

2Tim 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.

2Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,

2Tim 3:3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,

2Tim 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;

2Tim 3:5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

2Tim 3:6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses,

2Tim 3:7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
The Bible does tell us that no one knows exactly when the end times will occur.
Mark 13:32 “But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”

Some of you know that I do not believe that a disciple of Jesus should spend much time on the topics of the beginning or the end of the world as we now know it.  When the Bible tells us that even Jesus does not know exactly when the end times will occur, it seems foolish to me that anyone should spend much time on that topic.  Many books have been written on both events and popular movies (that have made some people a lot of money) have been made especially on the Rapture and the Parousia.  But our charge by our Lord is for us to be perfect as He is perfect and we should not attempt to attain that unattainable goal by spending time on things of which we cannot know with any certainty at all.  

Matt 5:48 “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Rom 6:22 “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.”

1Thess 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;”

Heb 12:14 “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”

So our charge continues to be: focus our attention on living our lives here and now as the best disciples we can be and not waste our time on fruitless studies.  
